The Lost Continent of Mu
stops to consider the number of years required to deposit one foot of earth on a level
plain. Everywhere in this deposit of boulders, pebbles and sand above the first floor I
found fragments of broken pottery, small clay figures, diorite beads, spear and arrow
heads, spindle whorls and other artefacts, mostly broken.
"The second concrete floor is from 4 to 6 feet below the first, the difference in distance
between the two being accounted for by the broken condition of the lower pavement, due
probably, to seismic disturbances. In the intervening space between the two pavements,
one and two, I have failed to find a single piece of pottery, or any other trace to indicate
that people had once lived there.
"Underneath the second pavement, however, came the great find of my many years' work
in Mexican archaeology. First I came upon a well defined layer of ashes from two to
three feet in thickness, and since proved by analysis to be of volcanic origin. Just below
the ashes I found traces of innumerable buildings, large, but regular in size, and
appearing uniformly in more than 100 clay pits, which I have examined during my recent
investigations.
"All of these houses are badly ruined, crushed and filled with ashes and debris. In the past
week's work I found a wooden door, the wood of which had petrified and turned to stone.
The door was arched with a semicircular lintel, made by bending the trunk of a tree about
five inches in diameter or thickness. This is the first curved arch ever found in the ruins
of Mexico; and, as the walls of the house were laid of stone, bound together with a white
cement, harder than the stone itself, this wooden arch must have been put in as an
ornament. Cutting through
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